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Sonoma Valley
Bartholomew Estate Winery 

has unveiled a new partnership 
with Spread Kitchen to keep 
customers satiated while tasting 
wines. 

Called The Spread at Bart 
Estate, the offering includes a 
three-course menu of  Eastern 
Mediterranean fare from Spread 
chef/owner Cristina Topham, 
all beautifully presented in a 
three-tier tiffin and paired with a 
two-glass flight of  Bartholomew 
Estate wines. Current menu 
items include shawarma, 
falafels, tabbouleh, stuffed grape 
leaves, pita with dips and des-
serts. Guests can choose from a 
selection of  wines including rosé 
of  zinfandel, sauvignon blanc 
and zinfandel from the histori-
cally significant estate.

“We are excited to partner 
with Spread to offer this option 
to guests,” said General Manag-
er Keith LaVine. “The pairing is 
absolutely delicious, the presen-
tation is fun, and the views from 
the Oak Knoll where guests will 
enjoy the experience are simply 
stunning.” 

The Spread at Bart Estate 
is offered at 11:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. on Fridays, Sundays 

and Mondays beginning June 16 
— hours that may expand as the 

summer gets underway. 
The experience is $75 per 

person (or $65 for Bartholomew 
Estate wine club members). 

Advanced reservations are 
required and can be made at 
bartestate.com/visit.

With its first vineyard planted 
in 1832, the Bartholomew Estate 
Winery is a storied site. It served 
as Sonoma Valley’s primary 
community hospital from 1922 
until 1957, and then as a working 
winery for the Bartholomews. 
Bartholomew Estate Winery 
opened its doors on April 27, 
2019, founded by Anna Pope, a 
trustee of  the Frank H. Bar-
tholomew Foundation, and 
winemaker Kevin Holt, to honor 
the legacy of  Frank and Antonia 
Bartholomew. 

In 1943, the Bartholomews 
purchased the property at 
auction, only to discover that it 
was the birthplace of  California 
viticulture, the center of  Count 
Agoston Harazthy’s Rancho 
Buena Vista that contained his 
residence, original winery and 
vineyards. 

The Frank H. Bartholomew 
Foundation was created to 
preserve and protect the historic 
site in perpetuity. Bartholomew 
Park opened in 1990 and all 
profits from wine sales support 
the park.

Get the full Spread at Bart Park

BARTHOLOMEW ESTATE WINERY

The presentation is as beautiful as the food and wine with The Spread at Bart Estate.

“For generations, even 
as Rossi's and Reel & 
Brand, this was the go-to 
place as the best music and 
dance venue in the Valley,” 
Cat Petru said, a 50-year 
resident of  El Verano. 

At first, Petru was 
concerned about construc-
tion in the historic site, as 
rumors floated around the 

neighborhood. 
“The first rumor I heard 

was that the bar had been 
ripped out. But when I was 
finally able to look in the 
window, I could see what 
appeared to be the base 
of  the bar still standing,” 
Petru said. 

Like Reel & Brand 
before it, the new owners 
added a new wooden top 
but have maintained the 
long bar that greets cus-
tomers as they walk in the 

front door. 
“Our bar serves craft 

cocktails and local beer 
with an emphasis on natu-
ral wine,” according to the 
job posting for a general 
manager position. “We 
strive to be a member of  
the local community with 
a focus on hospitality and 
inclusivity.”

Neighbors like Petru are 
hungry for more details 
on the plans for this long-
loved local institution. 

“The dilemma is the 
conflicting rights of  the 
owner to do what they 
want and the rights of  
residents to be informed 
and give input for the good 
of  the community,” Petru 
said. “I understand a lot 
of  structural remodeling 
needed to be done.”

Contact Chase Hunter at 
chase.hunter@sonoman-
ews.com or follow him on 
Twitter @Chase_HunterB.
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For generations, 
polka was 
played every 
Sunday at Little 
Switzerland, 
which operated 
from 1945 to 
2014. 
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